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By  Thomas  Park 


Fellow  musicians,  artists  and  others-- 1  am  attempting  to  recalibrate  my  goals  and  want  to 
convey  the  notion  I  have.  Thanks  to  the  Hive  Mind  I  came  up  with  the  term  "Balanced  Metrics". 
For  me,  "Balanced  Metrics"  mean  an  adequate  representation  of  a  certain  form  of  art.  For 
example,  you  might  think  that  10,  50,  or  even  300  paintings  might  be  a  "Balanced  Metric"  of 
Andy  Warhol  artworks.  As  an  artist,  then,  his  main  preoccupation  SHOULD  be  to  create  this 
Balanced  Metric,  over  whatever  time  he  needs.  At  that  point,  I  might  suggest  that  his  work  as  an 
artist  is  essentially  finished--  particularly  in  that  he  is  NOT  responsible  for  ensuring  that  the 
works  are  popular,  famous,  expensive,  etc..  Warhol  might  go  so  far  as  to  make  the  works  easily 
accessible-  but  is  it  his  job  to  promote  them?  According  to  the  Balanced  Metric  model,  no.  I 
want  to  remove  the  obligation  to  promote,  and  with  it  the  desire  to  achieve  popularity,  from  the 
artist's  purview.  Those  who  know  my  stance  on  popularity  may  understand  some  of  the  reasons 
for  this. 

To  state  another  way,  we  have,  and  perhaps  should  not  have,  allowed  the  industry  to  decide 
what  we  ourselves  ought  to  mean  by  success.  I  am  sure  you  can  quickly  intuit  some  reasons  as 
to  why  this  might  be  a  mistake. 

As  for  Generative  music,  of  any  variety,  my  greatest  wish  would  be  simply  for  it  to  occupy  a 
place  beside  other  varieties  of  music.  It  might  be  nice  to  have  a  Generative  station  on  Spotify, 
for  example-  yes,  even,  generative  fm  stations  in  big  cities,  even  generative  shows  on  radio 
stations.  I  have  already  offered  this  last  option  to  limited  audiences  in  Saint  Louis  and  Santa 
Rosa  with  a  positive  response.  I  am  not  sure  what  if  anything  I  can  do  to  help  realize  this  goal, 
but  I  do  feel  it  is  time  for  it  to  happen.  Please  note,  as  well,  that  I  did  not  suggest  a 
disappearance  or  reduction  of  non-generative  programming,  at  least  not  to  any  significant 
degree. 


